
Wemyss Bay Village News             
245th Edition       				             			           December 2010

Email: villagenews@wemyssbay.net  
Community Centre   Tel: 521955   http://wemyssbay.net/

Wemyss Bay Community Association – From our house to yours

We would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy and 
healthy New Year.

We meet on the first Wednesday of the month in the Inverkip Hotel.  If you are interested in finding out 
what is going on in the village or the upcoming events we are organising please come along.  We are 
a friendly group who make all our visitors most welcome.
  
Any articles, information or queries should be directed to villagenews@wemyssbay.net  or placed 
in the village news folder in the Spar.  The closing date for the February edition will be Friday 21st 
January at 6.00pm.

Inverclyde Academy – December News
Tues 8/12/10 or Wed 9/12/10 		 S5/5 Parents Evening - date and time to be confirmed
Mon 13/12/10 			   S4 Prelim exams end
Thurs 16/12/10 			   Christmas Concert
Tues 21/12/10 			   Christmas services
Wed 22/12/10  			   S1 Panto visit to Kings Theatre, Glasgow

Waste collection 
Your black bin will be collected on Tuesdays the 7th & 21st December. Your blue and brown bins will 
be emptied on Tuesdays 14th & 28th December.

Please check the Greenock Telegraph for any changes to the service over the Christmas and New 
Year period.

Country Club
As already advised no open meetings will be held in December but those to be held in January at 
2.30pm in The Chart Room, Kip Marina, Inverkip are as follows:

Wednesday 12th – Mrs Elizabeth Burns on the subject of “The Scottish Tourist Guides Association”

Wednesday 26th – Mr Alan Grant on the subject of “Little Stories from the Courts”

All members, old and new, and visitors will be made most welcome.  The subscription is £10 per 
annum and £1 for visitors.  Further details may be obtained from the Secretary Ann Haig on tel 
522316.



Ardgowan Football Development

Christmas Fun Day
Our Christmas Fun Day, which brings our 2010 AFD session to a close, will be held in Greenock 
Sports Centre (Nelson Street) on Sunday 5th December from 1pm – 4pm.  Full AFD kit should be worn 
for the annual club photograph.
 
Primary 1 – 4    	 1:00pm – 2:15pm

Club Photo       	 2:30pm

Primary 5 – 7  	 2:45pm – 4:00pm

AFD 2011 Calendar
The AFD 2011 Calendar will be available for sale on Sunday 28th November (Community Centre), 
at the Christmas Fun Day on Sunday 5th December or by contacting John Reid on 522431.  The 
calendar is full colour and high quality and includes photographs of all current AFD sessions as well as 
a couple of AFD photos from years gone by.  Calendar price is £3 or £10 for 4. 
 
AFD £1,000 Grand Draw
The annual AFD £1,000 Draw will take place at our Race Night on Friday 29th February 2011.  As 
usual all prizes will be worth at least £50 with this year’s top prize being £1,010 to recognise our 10th 
anniversary.  
 
ATFC
The ATFC Squads continue to go from strength to strength with both the Under 11’s and the Under 
12’s playing excellent football and competing at the top end of their respective leagues.  We also have 
a terrific Under 10 Squad who will play friendly matches until they progress to 7 A Side League football 
next year.  ATFC is well respected throughout Scotland for the quality of the football as well as the 
conduct of the boys, coaches and parents.  Well done to all involved.  A special mention should go to 
the ATFC Coaches who give up time to coach midweek, Saturday and Sunday as well as dealing with 
the administration that goes with league football.
 
We would like to thank parents who supported the recent ATFC Race Night and would ask you all to 
watch out for the boys when they are bag packing in Tesco and Marks & Spencer in December.
 
Well Done Aaron!
Young Aaron McCue from our P6 Session raised £183 for the ATFC Under 11 Squad by running in the 
1.5k Junior Great Scottish Run.  Well done Aaron and thanks to everyone who sponsored him.
 
Seasons Greetings
The AFD Coaches would like to take this opportunity to wish you and yours all the best this Christmas 
and in 2011.  AFD Sunday Sessions start again on 9th January 2011.
 
Visit www.ardgowanfd.co.uk for more information on AFD and ATFC.



makes pearson the longest 
established family run car

dealership in inverclyde

SALES HOTLINE : 01475 520149
www.pearsoncars.com

OVER

100
YEARS

IN BUSINESS

SUZUKI
4x4 commercials

prestige sports

A B Central Taxis
Tel : 520550 or 888888

no boundary charges

Local Taxis
Serving the Community

RENT THIS SPACE
to advertise your business

we deliver to over 1200 homes

contact Janet at
Westbeach Design 

janetinnes@mac.com



BT Infinity
For those of you who aren’t already aware of BT Infinity, it is BT’s next generation broadband network 
designed to offer considerably faster broadband speeds to customers all around the country. 

Obviously it will take quite a few years to implement this nationwide and as was the case with 
broadband all those years back, villages are normally last to receive an upgrade.

However, BT are offering everybody the chance to nominate their local exchange for the upgrade 
through their “Race To Infinity” program, regardless of whether you live in a big city or a small village. 

I would just like to take this opportunity to encourage everybody to visit http://www.racetoinfinity.
bt.com/ and take a few minutes to find out more about BT Infinity and register our local exchange for 
the upgrade.

Let’s keep Wemyss Bay on the cutting edge of Technology!”

Bible Club and Youth Group
Well done to five of our young people who took part in a Sports “Night of Champions” in Barrhead 
at the start of November. This month we will be holding our Christmas parties which are always fun 
occasions! We are also planning an outing for Youth Group over the Christmas holidays, full details 
will be available at the club. Both clubs will resume on Monday 10th January 2011 in the new year. On 
behalf of Bible Club and Youth Group we wish you all a great Christmas and New Year! The clubs are 
run by Strathclyde Bible Ministries (SBM) and there are no fees for either club. If you would like further 
information, please contact Stephen Renton on 01505 355994.

Stuart McMillan MSP
Alcohol Bill
Last week the Parliament approved a heavily scaled-back Alcohol Bill. It is deeply disappointing that 
the opposition parties have chosen to play politics with this most serious of issues, and reject minimum 
pricing.  Thanks to them, there is now very little in the Bill that will tackle one of the central issues 
causing over-consumption and that is price.

The introduction of a 45p minimum unit price on alcohol would have been a bold measure to show that 
Scotland is ready to face up to the issue of alcohol misuse and improve our public health.

A78 Trunk Road – Inverkip Junction
Since my previous column, I have been inundated with correspondence from constituents who are 
very concerned that the new road markings have created a change in priority and the work undertaken 
has made things worse on the A78 Inverkip Junction.

I am very concerned with the way developments have occurred and believe its vital the views of the 
residents of Inverkip and Wemyss Bay are put forward.

Therefore, I have written to the Minister for Transport to strongly request that a meeting be arranged 
at the earliest, most suitable, occasion between him and I in-order for me to convey the deeply felt 
concerns of my constituents.

Finally, I would like to wish Village News readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Contact: Stuart McMillan MSP
Unit 27, Sir James Clark Building, Abbey Mill Business Centre, Seedhill, Paisley, PA1 1TJ
Tel: 0141 889 9519
E-mail: Stuart.McMillan.MSP@Scottish.Parliament.uk
www.stuart-mcmillan.net



Kitchens supplied 
and fitted

Doors, floors, skirting or decking - all 
types of joinery work undertaken.

Ivy Cottage

Providing Local NHS and Private Dental Care

Location

Main Street, Inverkip

Next to Post Office/General Store

Proprietor
Gordon Cully BDS & Associates

Telephone

521248
Mon/Tues/Wed - 8.30am to 5.30pm 

Thu - 8.30am to 1.00pm
Fri - 8.30am to 4.30pm

Dental Surgery

Osteopathic Clinic
Jonathon Sage

B.Sc. (Hons), D.O., N.D.

Medical Centre, Main Street, Inverkip

Tel : 522861

Linda’s
Driving School

         0776 978 1556

   DSA  ADI
 Pass Plus

Block Booking Discount

Automatic & Manual



Hello – from Wemyss Bay Primary!
Only half way through November and we have taken part in lots of events. We are all looking forward 
to a very busy end of November and December. There will be the book fair, Primary 7 Fun Day, 
Christmas Cracker, turning on the tree lights, Christmas parties and discos, and the Christmas service 
and Nativity Reports written by Primary 5.
Hallowe’en

On Friday, 29th October, we had a special day for Hallowe’en. We came to school in costume and had 
a parade in the hall for our parents. Class by class, we marched round the hall to spooky music. Mrs 
Irvine and Miss Fleming chose a winner for the best costume in each class. The prizes were choosing 
a different class to go to for Golden Time, going early for lunch, having extra time on the football pitch 
or having tea and pancakes with Mrs Irvine. 
After a special Hallowe’en lunch Primary 1 had a party in the hall while the other classes were in their 
classrooms dookin’ for apples, making paper pumpkin lanterns and telling scary stories. Both Nursery 
classes had Hallowe’en parties.

In the evening the PTA ran two Hallowe’en discos, one for Primaries 1 to 3 and then one for Primaries 
4 to 7. Once again there were prizes for the best costumes. The prizes were books. Everyone enjoyed 
the special Hallowe’en day.

Education for Work Week
Last week was Education for Work Week and all the classes in Wemyss Bay Primary and it is a 
chance for everyone to learn about different jobs. Each class had a different topic and this is what they 
were.

Nursery and Primary 3 – Where our food comes from

Primary 1 – The Hospital					   

Primary 2	– Healthy Living

Primary 4 – Buildings of the Future				  

Primary 5 – Law and Order

Primary 6 – Energy, renewable sources				  

Primary 7 – Travel and Tourism in Scotland

Each class had visitors to help them. Two hairdressers went to Primary 2 to tell them how to keep their 
hair healthy and the tried Tai Chi and Zumba. Primary 6 had a visit from Mr Ramsay, a science teacher 
at Inverclyde Academy, who had an experiment for them. The had to work out the best shape for the 
blades on a wind turbine. Primary 4 had visitors from the architects who are designing the buildings for 
the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. Lots of parents came into school to tell the children about their 
jobs.

Classes also went out on visits. Primary 5 went to the Sheriff Court in Greenock, Primary 3 went to 
Aulds the Bakers in Greenock, Primary 7 went on the tourist trip round Inverclyde that the passengers 
on the cruise ships can go on and Primary 2 went to Stepwell and Fun World.
On Friday morning we had an exhibition in the hall for our parents and all the classes to come and find 
out what we had been learning. Each class had a display board with information about what we had 
learned and we had to tell anyone who asked us about our week. In the afternoon each class gave a 
presentation to parents telling them about what we had learned. It was a good week and everyone had 
fun.



Book on the 
all weather pitches 

then sit in the comfort 
of the diner and enjoy 

some refreshments

8
today

for further information or to make a reservation 
please ask at the cafe counter or call: 01475 713 985/ 07814 673 866

from as little as £2.80 per head for food
party size upto 36 children

no minimum required plus you only pay for the 
guests that appear on the day

bibs & ref can be supplied

now available at 
The Battery Park Cafe

f    tball 
PARTIES

29 Nicolson Street Greenock PA15 1UL

34 Ryan Road . Hazel Park
Wemyss Bay . PA18 6DH

Tel : (01475) 521575

Partners : John McWade, Scott McWade

The way to buy and sell today



Scots Poetry Competition
Last week we had our annual Scots Poetry Competition. Primaries 4 to 7 each had to learn a Scots 
poem at home to take part. Primary 4’s poem was called ‘Snawman’, Primary 5’s was ‘Twa-leggit 
Mice’, Primary 6’s was ‘Street Talk’ and Primary 7’s was ‘A Dug A Dug’.
After the classes had learned their poems it was time for the heats. Pupils could decide if they 
wanted to take part but only five pupils from each class got through to the finals. The heats were on 
Wednesday and the finals were on Friday. The teachers were the judges for the heats and for the 
finals we had a guest judge, Ms Varrie, and Mrs Irvine.
The winners were Danae Lavery, Primary 4, Jack Hearl, Primary 5, Lauren Hodge, Primary 6, and 
Sophie McDougall, Primary 7.  Ms Varrie said it had been very difficult to choose winners as everyone 
had been so good. The winners’ prizes were a trophy to keep for a year and a Scots book but all the 
finalists got a certificate to say that they took part. 

Robert Goes to Pittodrie
On 16th November Robert Innes of Primary 5 went to Pittodrie Stadium in Aberdeen to be the mascot 
at the Scotland game against the Faroe Islands. The first thing Robert did when he arrived was have 
his tea and the he visited the Club gift shop. It was then time for Robert to go to the changing room t 
put on his Scotland kit. He had his photograph taken on the pitch and met Darren Fletcher. He went 
back to the changing room to have some crisps and juice. It was time for Robert to walk out onto the 
pitch with the players. Robert walked out with one of the players form the Faroe Islands. When the 
National Anthems had been played Robert left the pitch and went into the stand to watch the game. 
After the match it was a long drive home and Robert and his dad did not get back until 2a.m. Although 
he was tired Robert was still at school on time on Wednesday.  

Benchball Tournament
On 18th November Primary 5 took part in a benchball tournament at Sacred Heart Primary in 
Greenock. For six weeks before the tournament they had been training at gym with their teacher Mrs 
Steele, Mrs Cassidy and Emma, Active Health Co-ordinator. The team for the tournament was picked. 
The were Simon Drainer, Adam Galbraith, Jaye Gourley, Jack Hearl, Robert Innes, Eve Lynch, Katie 
McAskill and Rebecca McConnachie.

When we arrived at Sacred Heart we were shown into the gym hall to wait for the other teams. The 
schools taking part were Glenburn, Inverkip Primary, St Gabriel’s, Sacred Heart and Wemyss Bay. 
Every school had to play four matches. You got three points for a win, two points for a draw and 
one point if you lost. We only lost one game against Inverkip. At the end Emma told us the results: 
which were Inverkip was winner, Wemyss Bay was second wit one point less, Glenburn was third, St 
Gabriel’s was fourth and the hosts Sacred Heart came fifth. All of the pupils got a certificate for taking 
part and Inverkip will go through to the finals. Before we left a teacher at Sacred Heart told us that we 
had come first in our manners and our sportsmanship. 

St Columba’s High School, Gourock.  -  December dates for your diary.

Monday 6th	 Fourth year prelim exams begin
Tuesday 7th	 First year parents’ evening.  4.00pm – 6.15pm
Wednesday 8th	 Public planning meeting for our new school building.
		  The meeting will be held in Gourock High School from 5.00pm to 8.00pm 
		  on a drop in basis
Friday 17th	 Winter leavers presentation.
Monday 20th	 Christmas concert  7.30pm
Thursday 23rd	 Christmas Liturgy
		  School closes for holiday



61 ShoreStreet   
Gourock                  
T: 01475 650706      
E: sales@etprint.com
W: www.etprint.com

Custom built PC’s for Business and Home. 
Laptops sales & service. No Fix - No Fee. 

Guaranteed Work - Fully Insured.
Wide range of originals and compatible inkjet & laser 

toner cartridges for printers, copier and faxes

FRANK McMAHON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL

TEL: 01475 521648
MOB: 07913 969044

Inverclyde Therapy Centre 
Hypnotherapy,  EFT, 
Reiki Healing, 
Theta Healing,  
Past Lives 
 
01475 744116 

Phobias, addictions, stress reduction, confidence 
building, smoking cessation, weight issues,  

relaxation, regression, and more...  
www.inverclyde-therapy-centre.co.uk 

P.B.
Wright & Sons

Funeral Directors
Established 1853

Grey Place House
131 West Blackhall Street, Greenock  PA15 1YD

Telephone : 01475 724248
Fax : 01475 720400
www.pbwright.com

Email : info@pbwright.com

If even a little help with 
personal care, housework, 
shopping or cleaning would 

make a difference

Call 01475 52 90 58
www.assuredcareathome.co.uk

Care Commission registered. An Inverclyde Council approved home care provider.



P4 - P7 Youth Club
The Youth Club will close on Thursday 2nd December for the Christmas break and resume on 
Thursday 13th January. The Community Centre will be decorated for the Christmas Lights Night on 
Friday 3rd December and once this has happened, we cannot continue as we would run a very high 
risk of causing damage to the decorations, or worse, injury to a child.

Please remember that we desperately need additional adult help. Alternatively we need a couple of 
adults available to step in at very short notice. If you can help, please get in touch with me as soon as 
possible. We will restart after the holidays but, without additional help, this is very much on a week-to-
week basis and you can expect regular cancellations. 
 
Improve your CV
Thinking of a career in education, childcare, medicine, nursing, social-work? Considering applying for 
college or university? Looking for promotion? 

Having the right information on your CV is vital. These days, employers are looking for more than just 
academic qualifications. Increasingly they look for applicants who are involved in voluntary work. 
In many cases, voluntary work can give you valuable skills which transfer over to the workplace. 
Working with others, patience, tolerance, problem solving, mediation, leadership skills – you will utilise 
all these every week at the p4 – p7 Youth Club. We meet in the Community Centre during term time 
from 7.00 - 8.15pm on Thursday evenings. With an average of 50 children each week, we desperately 
need new helpers and, in return, you add to your CV. If you are interested in getting involved call Eila 
on 529375.

Remember, if you are not available on Thursday evenings, there are plenty other local voluntary 
organisations crying out for help so get in touch with them directly.

Duncan MacNeil
Where do laws come from?
That was the question the bright-eyed primary five pupils from Wemyss Bay Primary posed to me on 
my recent visit to the school.
 
As part of Education for Work Week, which gets pupils looking at future careers, the school had been 
looking at the topic of Law.
 
Police and lawyers had been up before me to give their experiences of the law and then it was my turn 
for a grilling, as a ‘law-maker’ in the Scottish Parliament.
 
We were able to set up mock committees in the classroom to deal with ideas for laws before the whole 
class came together to vote on whether it should pass into law or not, just like the real parliamentary 
journey our legislation goes through.
 
I was delighted to field their questions and I was impressed by their knowledge of the subject.
 
As a politician, I am used to taking tough questions, whether it be through reporters, constituents or 
fellow parliamentarians and I have had to learn to think on my feet.
 
But you could never fully prepare for a question and answer session with primary school children 
because they tend to be so unpredictable.
 
Fortunately, I managed to come through the session unscathed and the pupils were a credit to the 
school, their teachers and the head, Alison Irvine.



Cafe Bongio 
KIP PARK, MAIN STREET, INVERKIP 

 
Starters 

Funghi Trifolati 

Mixed Mushrooms sautéed in wine, garlic 
and parsley, served on garlic bread 

Prawn Cocktail 

Large Gourmet Prawns in a Marie Rose 
sauce, served on a bed of lettuce. 

Soup of the Day 

Served with Vienna Bread 

 

Main Courses 

Escalope of Beef “al pepe” 

Extra Mature popeseye beef in a rich creamy 
pepper sauce, served with chef’s veg of the 

day 

Escalope of Pork “Scozzese” 

Medallions of pork fillet sautéed in a Glayva 
and cream sauce, with veg 

Scampi Provencal 

Large Gourmet Scampi in tomato, wine, 
garlic and oregano – on a bed of rice 

Also choose from our delicious homemade desserts. 
 

 

Choose 2 courses with tea or coffee for just £12.95 
Choose 3 courses with tea or coffee for just £14.95 

*Menu changes weekly and runs Thursday – Sunday from 5pm. 

 

 

Fish Tea £4.95 
Monday –Thursday, 2pm- 5pm 

 

Fine Italian Cuisine and Entertainment 

Thursday 23rd December from 7pm 

Tickets £25 each - Book now to avoid 

disappointment 

 

For Reservations call: (01475) 520011 



MATHERS SATELLITE & SECURITY
Digital TV & Radio Aerials
BBC Freesat Installation

Sky, Sky + & Sky High Definition TV
Freesat Multi Room Distribution

Plasma & LCD Installations
Sky Approved installers 

All Specialist Height Work Carried Out

Aerials fitted from £99

Sky HD installed from £30 for new customers

Free estimates

Freephone: 0800 955 8083  Mobile: 07956 587 210

Email: matherssatellite@btinternet.com

www.matherssatellite.com



KIDS PUZZLES

Sudoku is straightforward once you get the hang of it and relies on logic to solve it. Place a number 
from 1-9 in each empty square so that each row, each column and each 3x3 block contains the 
numbers 1-9. (This means that no number can appear twice in any row, column or 3x3 block.) Good 
Luck.

SUDOKU

				    4			   5		

			   8		  6			    	

		  7		  5	  	  		  6	 3

	 5		  3		  7			    8	  

 		  8		  9			   7		

				     		  1	  2	 5	

	 3				    2	 4			   1

			   7	 1		  6			 

			   6	  			   3		

									         4

		  9	 4			   2	 6		  5

		  5						      9	

				    6	 9				  

				    4			   3		  2

		  8						      6	

		  3			   1			   4	

			   2			   3	 8	 1	 6

	 5	 4			   6			   3	 7

Why not test your brain and try this!

And Now For the Small Print                                                                         
Please note that we do our best to ensure that adverts are neither misleading or offensive, however 
the appearance of an advertisement in the Village News does not imply that either the editors or the 
Community Association endorse the advertiser and / or their products / services.
With respect to articles, we reserve the right to edit as we see fit to prevent offence and / or 
inaccuracies. We also reserve the right to ask local groups / individuals to respond to any articles 
received.

Any articles, information or queries should be directed to meesh_barrett@hotmail.com. The closing 
date for the February edition will be Friday 21st January at 6.00pm.



MEMBERS OF 
THE NATIONAL GUILD

OF REMOVERS & STORERS

inverclyde removals
21 EARNHILL ROAD, GREENOCK. PA16 0EQ

www.inverclyderemovals.co.uk

A professional quality service

Home & business moving

Free quotation & advice

Full packing service available

Insurance Liability Accepted

Secure insured storage

Suppliers of packing materials

Sta� with over 30 years experience

15% off  your move
with this voucher

Secure & Affordable
 Storage

from as little as
£10 per week

Removers

Storers

Packers

Shippers 01475 633344 
National Award Winning Company

Riffslinger Guitar School
Based in Wemyss Bay 

relaxed and informal guitar tuition 
for beginners to intermediates

· £12 per hour

· Lessons individually tailored to each pupil

· Various styles, techniques and genres covered

· Kids welcome

07932 678519 / 01475 529282
email:riffslinger77@yahoo.co.uk

RENT THIS SPACE
to advertise your business

we deliver to over 1200 homes

contact Janet at
Westbeach Design 

janetinnes@mac.com



Help Keep
Wemyss Bay Tidy

“Just Bin It!” 



Wemyss Bay Pharmacy
Hours: Open  9 am till 6 pm

Early closing  Saturday - 1pm

Lunch  1.00 pm till 2.00 pm

For advice on all health matters plus
a wide choice of gifts

Personal attention from Brian, Linda and Isabel

Tel : 522995

A. BailLie
Painter and Decorator

Established 1965, B.D.A.

‘Magdala’  Skelmorlie

Tel : 520979

Burncroft
26 Seton Terrace

Skelmorlie
Ayrshire

Mobile : 07725 149377

Oh Sew Pretty
		 Customised Soft Furnishings
	 	 Large Range of Fabrics and Fittings
	 	 Express Make-up Service, Own Fabric

Curtains, Pelmets, Quilted Bedspreads, Tie 
Backs, Cushions, Romans, Rollers, Voiles etc.

Tel : Margaret Blair on 520101


